
Of Sailing and Sinking - adventures on the low seas
Photos by Senior Airman Stephenie Wade

Bob Richardson and Chad Brock from the radio station WQYK, inspect the boats before the race begins. They 
were judges for this year’s competition, their primary qualifications for the job being a good sense of humor.

Regatta Results

1st place boat: EOD, from the 
6TH  CES/CED/EOD     - race 
time of 30.56

2nd place boat: VOYAGER 
OF THE DAMN 4, from the   
290 JCSS JCF - race time of    
40.30

3rd place boat: REDNECK 
YACHT CLUB, from the 6TH 
MDSS BIOMED SGSLR      - 
race time of 40.40

Best Boat Design: USS 
CHAMPION, from Centcom  
CC – J2 – RL   

Titanic Award:   SPACE  
JAMMER, from SOCCOM J 
– 39 SCSO - never a boat to 
sink faster (3 seconds) or work 
harder to go nowhere. 

While it may not rival the historical importance of Columbus’ crossing or the adventures of Magellan, the annual Cardboard Boat Regatta at the MacDill 
beach Friday certainly rated high on the fun index. (Above left) Defending champions, from United States Central Command, and team Space Jammer sink 
at the beginning of the race, leaving the transom door open for a new champion in the 2008 event. The event was the fifth-annual, and brings out the most 
daring of base sea-goers to challenge each other in the arena of boat building with only cardboard and duct tape, followed by a paddle-powered sprint for 
all the glory. Perfect weather provided the ideal backdrop for this year’s event, which featured thirty teams, including a first: a high school team — Robinson 
High School. 



Team EOD from 
the 6th Explosive Or-
dinance Squadron, Senior 
Airmen Seth Parrish, Wayne Howell 
and Phillip Harwood, were the kings of card-
board this year, taking first place in the regatta. 

The team Red Neck Yacht Club built o
ne most creative design during this year’s 

regatta - a trib
ute to anglers everywhere, if n

ot nautical engineers.

Team USS Comfort (seen here leading) and team 
Inspectors and Protectors, paddle their hearts 
out in an effort to place in the top three of the 
race. Neither team did.
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The LEAD Program is an on-going effort to 
give our best and brightest airmen the oppor-
tunity to excel by offering them appointments 
to the US Air Force Academy in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  The program, initiated by 
Gen Fogleman in 1995, delegates authority 
to Unit and Wing Commanders to nominate 
highly qualified airmen to attend the Prep 
School with the intention of an Academy ap-
pointment to follow.  Commanders have the 
opportunity to identify outstanding and de-
serving airmen with officer potential for this 
commissioning program.

Slots are reserved at the Prep School for 
airmen who meet entry criteria.  Airmen 
must be a U.S. citizen or be able to obtain cit-
izenship before entry into the Academy the 
following year, be unmarried and have no de-
pendents, must not have passed their twenty 
second birthday by 1 July of the entry year 
(this cannot be waived as it is a stipulation of 
Title 10, United States Code), and be of high 
moral character.  There are also slots avail-
able for active duty airmen for direct entry 

into the Air Force Academy.  These individu-
als must be no older than 23 on 1 Jul of the 
entering year to the Academy. 

Application:  Apply on AF Form 1786, Ap-
plication for Appointment to the United 
States Air Force Academy Under Quota Allot-
ted to Enlisted Members of the Regular and 
Reserve Components of the Air Force.  This 
form requires the airman’s personal informa-
tion, immediate commander’s endorsement 
(no lower than squadron commander or equiv-
alent), and Military Personnel Flight (MPF) 
Assignments coordination.  The completed 
form must reach the Air Force Academy Ad-
missions Office NLT 31 Jan of the entry year.  
Once your application has been processed, 
you will be notified by the Admissions office 
concerning additional requirements such as 
the candidate fitness assessment, an exten-
sive medical evaluation, completion of an in-
terview with an Admissions Liaison Officer, 
completion of the writing sample, and attain-
ment of qualifying scores on the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test or the American College Test.  

Applicants should also be involved in the 
community and in athletic activities either in 
high school or after high school.

LEAD Timetable
u Submit Pre-Candidate March 1 – Dec 31  
(Year prior)
  Questionnaire on-line at 
  http://www.academyadmissions.com/ 
u AF Form 1786 submitted    
u NLT 31 Jan (Airman’s responsibility)
u NLT 15 Apr for Prep School

Guidelines: SAT Verbal 480 and SAT Math 
520.  ACT English 21, Reading 21, Math 23, 
and Science Reasoning 23.  Top 40% of high 
school class or about a 2.70 GPA if school does 
not rank.  Airmen scheduled by the Academy 
for a medical exam should complete it as soon 
as possible.  Airmen should not have a leave 
deficit or indebtedness.  Applicants must be 
placed in AAC (05) at time of application, un-
less they are in student status.

For more information, visit https://admis-
sions.usafa.edu/RRS/PriorEnlisted.htm

Leaders encouraging Airman development
AIR FORCE NEWS





WASHINGTON — Veterans and active-duty military 
not in uniform can now render the military-style hand 
salute during the playing of the national anthem, thanks 
to changes in federal law that took effect this month.

“The military salute is a unique gesture of respect 
that marks those who have served in our nation’s armed 
forces,” said Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. James B. 
Peake. “This provision allows the application of that 
honor in all events involving our nation’s flag.”

The new provision improves upon a little known 
change in federal law last year that authorized veter-
ans to render the military-style hand salute during the 
raising, lowering or passing of the flag, but it did not 
address salutes during the national anthem.  Last year’s 
provision also applied to members of the armed forces 
while not in uniform.

Traditionally, members of the nation’s veterans ser-
vice organizations have rendered the hand-salute dur-
ing the national anthem and at events involving the 
national flag while wearing their organization’s official 
head-gear.  

The most recent change, authorizing hand-salutes 
during the national anthem by veterans and out-of-uni-
form military personnel, was sponsored by Sen. Jim In-
hofe of Oklahoma, an Army veteran.  It was included in 
the Defense Authorization Act of 2009, which President 
Bush signed on Oct. 14.  

The earlier provision authorizing hand-salutes for vet-
erans and out-of-uniform military personnel during the 
raising, lowering or passing of the flag, was contained in 
the National Defense Authorization Act of 2008, which 
took effect Jan. 28, 2008.

For the latest news releases and other information, 
visit VA on the Internet at  http://www.va.gov/opa.

New Law Authorizes Veterans’ 
Salutes during National Anthem

VETERANS





AIR FORCE NEWS

by Capt. Jonathan Stock
Air Mobility Command Public Affairs

ANAHEIM, Calif. — The Air Force’s senior 
civilian leader stressed the importance of the 
air mobility mission, specifying that air refu-
eling capability is fundamental to U.S. power 
projection across the spectrum of conflict.

Secretary of the Air Force Michael B. Don-
ley told the audience of more than 1,000 mo-
bility Airmen attending the 40th annual Air-
lift/Tanker Association convention Nov. 7 that 

global reach is a key enabler.
Recognizing mobility airlift units, Secretary 

Donley said U.S. airlift units are delivering peo-
ple and materials with precision and reliability 
that is envied by other military air forces. Mo-
bility forces provide an air bridge between the 
U.S. and distant lands.

“Mobility is a national asset and an essen-
tial capability,” Secretary Donley said. “The 
airlift - tanker team has bridged the tyranny 
of distance with enthusiasm and professional-
ism for many decades. You have shrunk oceans 
and closed the gap of those difficult last tactical 
miles.”

It’s a capability that can’t be taken for grant-
ed, and that is why Secretary Donley said he 

is concerned with current sustainment models 
of the aging air refueling fleet that will require 
the aging KC-135 tankers to remain viable for 
the many years into the future. 

This decision and others about moderniza-
tion are just a few of the issues that will need to 
be addressed by the incoming administration.

“Early on [the new administration’s] agenda 
will be critical decisions on the F-22 program, 
C-17 production lines, as well as deciding a 
source selection strategy for KC-X,” Secretary 
Donley said.

Secretary Donley believes the Air Force’s fu-
ture is bright and the new administration will 
be working closely with defense leadership to 
create a steady transition.

SECAF looks ahead at A/TA 
Convention





NEWS/FEATURES

Fall artistic flair
(Above) Children from the MacDill Youth Center enjoy making crafts during 
the annual Youth Center Fall Festival Nov. 7. (Top right) Kimdria Mitchell,10, 
daughter of Tech Sgt. Kim Mitchell, applies finishing touches of paint to her 
creation at the event, while (bottom right) Sam Shepard, 9, son of Mary and 
Douglas Shepard, plays bean bag horse shoes, one of several activities that 
were part of the day of fun and creativity.

Photos by Senor Airman Rachel Cunningham 





SPORTS/FITNESS

Football night
(Top left) Staff SGT. Adam Roland, number 13, from the 
Joint Communications Support Element, leaps to catch 
the ball in a game of flag football against the 6th Mainte-
nance Squadron Nov. 06. (Left) In another game the same 
night, U.S. Central Command prepares to hike the ball in a 
game of flag against the 6th Logistics Readiness Squadron. 
(Above) The instant after a snap, the two teams prepare to 
collide.

2008 Flag Football Standings 

TEAM            W     L      
MXS                  2         0       
MDG 1                2         0      
OSS                    2         0      
CENTCOM          1         0      
SFS                1         1      
JCSE                1         1      
SOCOM 1            1         0       
CS                0         2      
LRS                0         1      
SOCCENT              0         2      
MDG 2               0         1             



by Senior Master Sgt. Sean E. Cobb 
Office of the Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force 

WASHINGTON (AFNS) — The Chief Master Ser-
geant of the Air Force and his entire staff visited veter-
ans at the Armed Forces Retirement Home in Washing-
ton, D.C., Nov. 10. 

The group arrived in time to have lunch with the resi-
dents, and then spent the majority of their time greeting 
veterans. 

“I enjoy seeing people who will take their time to visit 
us,” said James McOwen, a retired Air Force veteran. 
“I believe it was General Winfield Scott who said ‘the 
noblest gesture a country can make is to take care of its 
servicemembers’, very close to that.” 

“Our veterans are national treasures,” said Chief 
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J. McKinley. “It’s an 
honor for us to have them share their service and life ex-
periences with us. We all can learn a lot from these men 
and women who preceded us in service.” 

Sometimes Veterans Day is a sad day for residents, 
so it’s very nice for the Airmen to visit right beforehand, 
said Allen Kevari, a retired Airman. “This day brings 
lots of tears.  I often think about the buddies I lost. 
Course back then it was Armistice Day, but I still reflect 
on them every Veterans Day.” 

Visiting veterans is time well spent, said Master Sgt. 
Michelle R. Evans, executive assistant to the CMSAF. “I 
thoroughly enjoy visiting with the veterans and listen-
ing to the stories of their days in uniform -- it’s a hum-
bling experience.” 

Frank McCabe, an Army veteran, said visiting vet-
erans is about much more than honoring people who 
served, it’s also about encouraging others to serve. “I 
think it’s a duty to come and see us,” he said. “When 
the young ones see us being honored, they will want to 
join.” 

Mr. McCabe also wanted everyone to know that the 
home is a good place to be. “Hey, it’s three hots and a 
cot!” he said. 

“I am simply amazed at the energy and vitality of 
these incredible veterans,” Chief McKinley said. “There 
was a 93-year-old veteran bowling strikes at the bowl-
ing alley, several talking about their ballroom dancing 
escapades, and veterans moving about. I’m thrilled to 
be around our great veterans. They still have so much to 
give and being around them makes us all even prouder 
to be in uniform.”

CMSAF visits veterans 
at armed forces home

AF NEWS



MACDILL COMMUNITY

Friday  7 p.m. 

Nights in Rodanthe
Adrienne Willis retreats to the tiny coastal town of 

Rodanthe, in the Outer Banks of North Carolina, to 
tend to a friend’s inn for the weekend. Here she hopes 
to find the tranquility she so desperately needs to re-
think the conflicts surrounding her. PG-13

Saturday 3 p.m.

Igor
Igor is sick of being a lowly lab assistant with a Yes 

Master’s degree and dreams of becoming a scientist. 
When his cruel master kicks the bucket a week be-
fore the annual Evil Science Fair, Igor finally gets his 
chance. PG

Saturday 7 p.m.

Ghost Town
Bertram Pincus is a man whose people skills leave 

much to be desired. When Pincus dies unexpectedly, 
but is miraculously revived after seven minutes, he 
wakes up to discover that he now has the annoying 
ability to see ghost. PG-13

Coming Soon

Eagle Eye
Shia LaBeouf and Michelle Monaghan are two 

strangers who become the pawns of a mysterious 
woman they have never met, but who seems to know 
their every move. PG-13

AT THE MOVIES

Today
Surf’s Edge Club

The 6 th Force Support 
Squadron redesignation 
ceremony  will be today 
at 10 a.m. in the reception 
patio room at the Surf ’s 
Edge Club.

Monday
Outdoor Recreation

Today is the last day 
to sign-up for the Turkey 
Shoot. The cost is four dol-
lars a shot.  Please con-
tact Outdoor Recreation 
by noon at 840-6919.

Fitness Center
The basketball courts 

in the Fitness Center open 
today.

Wednesday
Fitness Center

Turkey Trot is today. 
Sign-up starts at 7 a.m. 
and the run begins at 7:15 
a.m.

Friday
Outdoor Recreation

Thanksgiving Turkey 
Shoot is today from 8:30 
a.m. until 2 p.m.

Seascapes
Pirate Invasion is to-

night beginning at 5:30 
p.m. There will be live mu-
sic, giveaways and prizes.

Send us your event
To submit an event for 

publication in the Thun-
derbolt, e-mail informa-
tion with what, when and 
where to thunderbolt@
macdill.af.mil

EVENTS

Protestant services
Sunday - 9 a.m., Traditional Service
10:30 a.m., Religious Education, Noon, Gospel Service
Tuesday -Noon, Promise Keepers
Wednesday - 10:30 a.m., Women of the Chapel
Thursday - 11:30 a.m., Officers’ Christian Fellowship
For more information regarding the Chapel or Chapel services, 
call 828-3621. 

Catholic services
Saturday - Mass, 5:30 p.m.
Sunday - Mass, 10:30 a.m.
Monday to Thursday: Mass, 12:10 p.m.
Saturday - Sacrament of Reconciliation, 4:30 p.m., (or by ap-
pointment)  
Jewish and Islamic services
Call 828-3621 for information

CHAPEL SCHEDULE

OOH-RAH!
Marines assigned to Unit-
ed States Special Opera-
tions Command at Mac-
Dill cut the ceremonial 
cake honoring the Marine 
Corps’ 233th birthday 
Nov. 7.  The U.S. Marines 
are one of the oldest con-
tinuous military service 
branches, starting out as 
the Continental Marines, 
formed Nov. 10, 1775

Photo by Staff Sgt Ronnie Hill   


